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.. . This comment is in response to the-proposed increase of approximatély 15 percent on certain*
. fees charged for the certification for fresh fruifs and vegetables inspected at destination markets,
It is 'very. apparent when reading the proposed rule that a user-based fee increase is the only
- action being considered to help support the program; We assume, that all other means to' gain
_ efficiency in the program have been achieved. . . - : o

The potato industry certainly understands the-rising costs of salaries and benefits in the U;S. and-
the fact that providing your type of services is dependent on human capital. We-also understand
. the need for fee increases to meet operating budget and reserve requirements. - i S

.However,. the statement that the Fresh" Electronic Inspection Reporting/Resource System,
(FEIRS), intended to automate and streamline the process will take additional funding to
-+ maintain on top of increased personnel and personnel costs is untenable. The FEIRS system is
appreciated by users, In fact, a comment that we have received expressed the opinion thatthg
- FEIRS program was very successful at the terminat market and that AMS would improve -
efficiency by déveloping implementation at shipping point. Clearly, better use of existing
technology should be considered as part of the solution to the funding problem. S o

' The potato industry is fq’éling much funding pressure of its own and has no-choice to .op-out of
" the inspection process, as other businesses you mention who participate voluntarily. If the 15 - :
percent increase is necessary at this time, we fully expect to see greater efficiencies within the . -

. Fresh Products Branch and no similar increase in the near future;
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- Thank-you for aiccé_pting'our testimony in this matter. -
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